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Copyright is important in libraries, 
and we believe open access 
allows us to achieve our mission

4



Overview

● About Qatar National Library
● Copyright in Qatar
● Open Access at the Library
● Open Access Author Fund 
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Qatar National Library



“
The mission of Qatar National Library is to 
preserve the nation's and region's heritage and 
enable the people of Qatar to positively 
influence society by creating an exceptional 
environment for learning and discovery.
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Environment for 
learning and discovery

Image courtesy of QNL Press
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Main Library

Image courtesy of QNL Press
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Heritage Library

Image courtesy of QNL Press
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Children’s Library

Image courtesy of QNL Press
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Special Events

Image courtesy of QNL Press
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Conferences

Image courtesy of QNL Press
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Exhibitions

Image courtesy of QNL Press
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Innovation Statations

Image courtesy of QNL Press



Copyright
In Qatar



17

Copyright is a legal 
system defining 
rights for authors 
and other creators 



Qatar - Law No. 7 of 2002 on the 
Protection of Copyright and 

Related Rights
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Rights holders 
economic rights

Public use and 
interests



Exceptions in 
copyright
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Libraries can make copies for 
preservation
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Research and Education
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Teaching for illustraton purposes
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We do not have “Fair Use” in 
Qatar 
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Exhibitions Catalogs / Publications Website / Repository

Film screenings / 
Live performances Social media / marketing Recorded events/lectured

This means we need rights clearance
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Open access is key



“
Open Access, where we are committed to 
free, open, unrestricted access to our 
collections and services.
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Our Library’s Values
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Licensing In 
to Repository 

Qatar Digital 
Library

Electronic 
Resources 
Licensing 
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Licensing In 
to Repository 

Qatar Digital 
Library

Electronic 
Resources 
Licensing 
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creativecommons.org



Major Creative Commons licensed works
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Books Comics Educational 
Resources

Games Music Websites

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_major_Creative_Commons_licensed_works#Comics
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Licensing In 
to Repository 

Qatar Digital 
Library

Electronic 
Resources 
Licensing 
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Qatar Digital Library Content

▪ Over 17,000 digitized items 
▫ Mostly from collections 

of the British Library
▫ 147 from Qatar National 

Library collections
▫ More content coming in 

2020 (e.g. Gulf 
Architecture Project)

34



Partnership Principles for Qatar Digital Library

▪ Increased access, openness and free re-use 
(at least for non-commercial purposes)

▪ Access through many platforms, metadata on 
CC0 license

▪ Professional digitization and long-term digital 
preservation

▪ Bi-directional knowledge transfer and 
transparency 35
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Final set of filters:
- Type
- Place
- Date
- Language
- Subject
- People 

and organisations
- Copyright status
- Holding institution
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Licensing In 
to Repository 

Qatar Digital 
Library

Electronic 
Resources 
Licensing 



Electronic Resources Licensing Principles 
(Copyright Related)

▪ Access to all authorized users
▪ ‘Unrestricted’ use (classroom, coursepack, 

interlibrary loan, text & data mining, visually 
impaired)

▪ Rights of users under national copyright law shall 
not be restricted by agreement

▪ Agreements allow Qatar based researchers to 
publisher open access articles 38



39Benefits of OA to Researchers

increases visibility, 
usage, and impact of 
research

higher 
citations

science 
reaches 
general public

compliance with 
international 
grant regulations
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Open access publishing fund at the 
Qatar National Library

Alkhaja A, CC BY 4.0
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Open Access 
Publishing

‘Traditional 
publishing’

Author/Funder pays publisher to  
make work open access

Author does not pay - but 
access is $$$$$$$



Objectives of the fund

▪ to cover open access publishing costs for 
Qatar-based researchers 

▪ to create and contribute to the permanent archive of 
Qatar-based research at the Library. 
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Eligibility criteria 

Publishing in journals that 
meet QNL criteria
(e.g. Library agreements or 
DOAJ)

Authors who have 
exhausted all other 
sources of funding for 
publications

Corresponding author 
MUST be affiliated with 
Qatar-based institution



Publishing agreements with the library 
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Fully Open Access PublishersSubscription-based  Publishers



International Advocacy 
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Key Figures 
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Articles funded 455

Number of authors in 
Qatar who benefited from 
the service

268

Institutions in Qatar that 
benefited from the service

18



Increase in open access adoption in Qatar
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Data source: 

Scopus  (Review/ 
and Articles in 

Journals)
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Authors Satisfaction Survey 
October 2019



How often did our respondents use the fund? 
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109 79%

Total respondents 
of survey

 Used the fund at 
least once

87%

Used the service 
in 2019



Why did you choose to publish your article in a 
journal that supports open access?  
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Multiple answers allowed 



How did the availability of the fund influence your 
decision to publish your article as open access?
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This is still a pilot program...and lots 
to think about and to  work on with 
publishers to improve service



Copyright is important in libraries, 
and we believe open access 
allows us to achieve our mission
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Thanks!
Any questions?



Credits
Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
● Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
● Photographs by Unsplash, Pexels
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/

