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Getting the Right Talent for Innovation  
By Drew Boyd: Perhaps the most important role of the innovation leader is creating a competent team. 
For that reason alone, it’s one of the most challenging. It’s a constant fight for talent. You may have the 
best products and services in the market, but without a strong, talented marketing team behind them, 
you’ll start losing ground to the competition. 

 
Building a Culture that Thrives on Innovation Agility  
By Janet Sernack: We are living in an age of disruption, where changes are accelerating making 
innovation a strategic and systemic necessity and competitive lever to ensure your organization’s 
survival and sustainability. Living now in what Daniel Pink describes as “The Conceptual Age” our 
attention needs to be on both enhancing creativity, agility and in developing customer empathy. 
 

Reusable Carbon Nanotubes Could Be the Water Filter of the Future 
A new class of carbon nanotubes could be the next-generation to clean-up toxic sludge and 
contaminated water, say researchers at Rochester Institute of Technology. They offer a more 
sustainable approach to water treatment and remediation than the standard industry, according to a 
paper published in the March issue of Environmental Science Water: Research and Technology. 
 

Invention Uses Bacteria to Purify Water  
A University of British Columbia has developed a system that uses bacteria to turn non-potable water 
into drinking water. The system consists of tanks of fiber membranes that catch contaminants—dirt, 
organic particles, bacteria and viruses—while letting water filter through. A community of beneficial 
bacteria functions as the second line of defense, working in concert to break down pollutants. 
 

Unique, Patented Wheat Developed by Scientists  
Scientists from the Department of Molecular Biology and Genetics, Aarhus University, have developed 
and patented the new type of wheat. This finding can have significant importance to agriculture, the 
environment and undernourished people in developing countries as it increases digestibility. 
 

Low-cost 'Solar Absorber' Promising for Future Power Plants  
Researchers in Purdue University have shown how to modify commercially available silicon wafers into 
a structure that efficiently absorbs solar energy and withstands the high temperatures needed for 
"concentrated solar power" plants that might run up to 24 hours a day. This research aims to design 
hybrid systems that combine solar photovoltaic cells, which convert visible and ultraviolet light into 
electricity, thermoelectric devices that convert heat into electricity 
 

Graphene Coating that Changes Color When Deformed or Cracked 
A team of researchers at Leibniz Institute of Polymer Research in Germany has developed a graphene 
coating that changes color when cracked. In their paper published in the journal Material Horizons, the 
group describes how the coating is made and suggest it might prove useful in commercial applications. 
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